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 Online Resources: AVATAR   

Online Resources: AVATAR 
New K - 12 Classroom Resources 

AVATAR (Academic Vertical Alignment Training and Renewal), a project funded by the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board (THECB) and implemented by the North Texas Regional P-16 

Council and the University of North Texas, has contributed additional K-12 resources to the TX CCRN 
website. 

  The 

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=cjwxcybab&v=001QhuZciaLI3XVk4eOpawotFsZXLd1qw83wpAZD4jwc-6j1Y0Wk1ZtxyQAFDHC2T42kM8MFc6dwMTt8IExSlCTWuSX5U0hFlvG_6mrzMEjAXIKu9tFMv5tEW_FIfzxD4-Ap8dVaRp-GOgLantGBiQH2ZBYADz9KR8xPPqnQ01hxYUKikdCjTumTJbaSeXBJiPpssg8WcRXv3f9ibCObH0FyC_a4_JfYWHNrBaf8UrqQkFE56-FC5FWzO6tFhlXCoRUWtWXBWnTyUlnZ9ujd35INqm6oYgsaK4R6rM4sCLTyAG36MUhXQh3pQNEQikqD51kE8GZty7L2aMoCz_tHKNHShXV6ujG2-ghikwAJ7cqiB_c1xrJmR58nN415SbaigsLst2Ut_5eOrL2UMUbcTy5wFG3idMBnIKMNqYXCHhj8YjBcWuRjS3mdkbrh8vXOyVUHzBfWJpfuCEJlHeh5-oOxuuxD9DiPbKb&id=preview#AVATAR
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=cjwxcybab&v=001QhuZciaLI3XVk4eOpawotFsZXLd1qw83wpAZD4jwc-6j1Y0Wk1ZtxyQAFDHC2T42kM8MFc6dwMTt8IExSlCTWuSX5U0hFlvG_6mrzMEjAXIKu9tFMv5tEW_FIfzxD4-Ap8dVaRp-GOgLantGBiQH2ZBYADz9KR8xPPqnQ01hxYUKikdCjTumTJbaSeXBJiPpssg8WcRXv3f9ibCObH0FyC_a4_JfYWHNrBaf8UrqQkFE56-FC5FWzO6tFhlXCoRUWtWXBWnTyUlnZ9ujd35INqm6oYgsaK4R6rM4sCLTyAG36MUhXQh3pQNEQikqD51kE8GZty7L2aMoCz_tHKNHShXV6ujG2-ghikwAJ7cqiB_c1xrJmR58nN415SbaigsLst2Ut_5eOrL2UMUbcTy5wFG3idMBnIKMNqYXCHhj8YjBcWuRjS3mdkbrh8vXOyVUHzBfWJpfuCEJlHeh5-oOxuuxD9DiPbKb&id=preview#ProfilePlanningGuide
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=cjwxcybab&v=001QhuZciaLI3XVk4eOpawotFsZXLd1qw83wpAZD4jwc-6j1Y0Wk1ZtxyQAFDHC2T42kM8MFc6dwMTt8IExSlCTWuSX5U0hFlvG_6mrzMEjAXIKu9tFMv5tEW_FIfzxD4-Ap8dVaRp-GOgLantGBiQH2ZBYADz9KR8xPPqnQ01hxYUKikdCjTumTJbaSeXBJiPpssg8WcRXv3f9ibCObH0FyC_a4_JfYWHNrBaf8UrqQkFE56-FC5FWzO6tFhlXCoRUWtWXBWnTyUlnZ9ujd35INqm6oYgsaK4R6rM4sCLTyAG36MUhXQh3pQNEQikqD51kE8GZty7L2aMoCz_tHKNHShXV6ujG2-ghikwAJ7cqiB_c1xrJmR58nN415SbaigsLst2Ut_5eOrL2UMUbcTy5wFG3idMBnIKMNqYXCHhj8YjBcWuRjS3mdkbrh8vXOyVUHzBfWJpfuCEJlHeh5-oOxuuxD9DiPbKb&id=preview#UHAlief
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=cjwxcybab&v=001QhuZciaLI3XVk4eOpawotFsZXLd1qw83wpAZD4jwc-6j1Y0Wk1ZtxyQAFDHC2T42kM8MFc6dwMTt8IExSlCTWuSX5U0hFlvG_6mrzMEjAXIKu9tFMv5tEW_FIfzxD4-Ap8dVaRp-GOgLantGBiQH2ZBYADz9KR8xPPqnQ01hxYUKikdCjTumTJbaSeXBJiPpssg8WcRXv3f9ibCObH0FyC_a4_JfYWHNrBaf8UrqQkFE56-FC5FWzO6tFhlXCoRUWtWXBWnTyUlnZ9ujd35INqm6oYgsaK4R6rM4sCLTyAG36MUhXQh3pQNEQikqD51kE8GZty7L2aMoCz_tHKNHShXV6ujG2-ghikwAJ7cqiB_c1xrJmR58nN415SbaigsLst2Ut_5eOrL2UMUbcTy5wFG3idMBnIKMNqYXCHhj8YjBcWuRjS3mdkbrh8vXOyVUHzBfWJpfuCEJlHeh5-oOxuuxD9DiPbKb&id=preview#profCall
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0ZypXFfBd94CpOtBB9hVodd4CKXq8lOom5PI0PxGuIXCIk7yMeMnMln6nIhiLWJwIscm256iWsPChoxuo9UMneY0AarkWI5MccVAS5I3nAl5CnMm-EgDfoRm
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0ZxaS_EtHH7C-h-k_o65MHm3pT8WUojGTKX33E_ylRb39bJE5DD2leJEiKtABgFB8Bq4kv08-Brodcc4yWfzsnsX7b4pHJDr7z-8rnTgw67cWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0ZxaS_EtHH7C-h-k_o65MHm3pT8WUojGTKX33E_ylRb39bJE5DD2leJEiKtABgFB8Bq4kv08-Brodcc4yWfzsnsX7b4pHJDr7z-8rnTgw67cWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0ZwS_RCO13L2yUNZSiKGbeftvx0uj51-kuzlPy3ivhNwmC2Jo2NigoEGWXoF7RZDGBvCVsgKrEMLsgW1neeA57Mt8zpJN_wwJlmCpHGUodG_Zg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0ZwS_RCO13L2yUNZSiKGbeftvx0uj51-kuzlPy3ivhNwmC2Jo2NigoEGWXoF7RZDGBvCVsgKrEMLsgW1neeA57Mt8zpJN_wwJlmCpHGUodG_Zg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0Zxd7R3NJQ_c7XrU8CzWwvlDpenSc46qe0GYrmg94KS539Fp4rW0mcR8Q_0kWb567rkYd5Ym2vBIGOx-3GZo6j9u6ixr1Ssnrb4=


scope of some of the resources contributed by AVATAR includes the following: 

 Local Data Report: Amarillo, Canyon and Borger High School  
 Osmosis Lesson Plan  

 STAAR English III Assessment 

For a complete list, visit the Metroplex Region Resources on our website.   

  

 
Do you have resources that your administrators or educators are using to prepare their students 

to be college and career ready? Add to them our archives. Email the resources and a brief 
description to TX CCRN Communications Officer Amy Williams. 

   

Texas College and Career Readiness  
 
Profile Planning Guide  
  
The Texas College and Career Readiness Profile Planning Guide is a tool designed to help educators 
cultivate a college- and career-ready culture among students. It was developed by a partnership 
between Region XIII Education Service Center (ESC) and Austin Community College and is supported, 
in part, by a Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board College Readiness Initiatives Grant. 
  
The Profile Planning Guide shows teachers, administrators, counselors and stakeholders what college 
and career readiness means, so that a basic framework of reference can be used and understood 
across the state. Data is gathered from each school or district to help determine college and career 
readiness standing and an effective plan is put in place to carry out college and career (CCR) readiness 
progress. 
 
The Profile Planning Guide uses interactive questions or prompts that are answered by users who are 
directly in contact with students. This helps participating schools further assess the current level of 
their CCR standing. The information gained from the prompts helps identify gaps between perceived 
and actual CCR implementation within the school so that an appropriate action plan can be 
developed. 
  
Regional College Readiness Special Advisor for regions 12 and 13, Gary Madsen, explains additional 
ways the Profile Planning Guide can be available: "ESCs are including the Profile Tool as part of a 
College and Career Readiness package for school districts. This seems to be the most popular at the 
present time and has generated the most interest from school districts." 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0Zxh2TSXEFYsxLBgUZU3mNtE6WOvj5v2c6QO2bpOHiS_7ydZ3xCb4DHUrv5pzXjdx0njIe76Wnr_6rhnwbaQh_aNvn5r8XXTJLtZB_FRQ5vcF9ukWRwmAmU2vmHvof3qvFaxBylysF-IDkTOy4tnmQNdMfC5CPeeOGudoxNewDd5MpmGU7VZOWO0ypbyUtyDGIMJ9AfKvGgGIGdiYVp_920wYC3UQ9K-sWtClvUWAg3CagfE2rOxKWYH
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0ZwDp9FuHsl1hSmeKtuJX8Mkfzf9vNoUdffekbhUH5dFzZiyIRSOE9TzJlovvzNPD85XSGDkIlITix4KCfc_x8WcoVLZfSV1yrO9A4STKusufu0NMxuY6wF6vL2F3aEEt00ZW1cGCbYY-goGQXHlBAoVaiJlw3XvccJEgVWnSVb2iHamCH5cGKX4I1svSQ4-pXc=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0ZzGmhYQpnwJrgX8mesTo_OoHkYV9Yt4mttEelc4_pgI0P5qgjyfwXz11vQmkyufFKYbY6kAUqcG5cP9GaM2kgSsebxaaLWV_fu3yjcV50ULoTJ-yFxC1nvNNnXNbOWR48M9GLyDNsyvNto3wLb6X5df1nIhSwURcg5iw7uZIyn31xhtHBpbKKG7
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0ZwJLppscRVnqVbNHBv2ozGByWT1Uq3lgADSKrdIwY-jj_Upg8p7JKPRqJ02W0DpsAOYjBDYArfgSRb-Z0upRVBOy4_e1_W2T42dNnodvR7vwo4NwFPZo85fHBQY8TVmPmng4TBCQBvYlYh6GG62sZW5LJnb-GtfX5g=
mailto:aewill@central.uh.edu
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0ZwOIz3wVVmwdgYScV1vrrXj8lU5RI-5FjmOjgzoIlbkRGXUJVGu-45_WHchtkiP7Loq4tna-SVQGvr7BNdWAfo4biaSG-l4UWo=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0ZyEZ0RXbzkiUvZTzp1BuEfncPH6TWfmRHgwX_kkUwF1cFAqA-JvHNgPEDM97IRvUFtlzNyhq5I9ulUBL-n85PVmqCmM5sdGkppEe1i-tXEP7glfHddlNAS62NKEe1KixOO3amJ6ex0Gmccy-Soj4wfg
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0Zw7AJpGhrS3ZjAvJh9iQkxM6QJOrD54bjzbKHs8XYzNARJ6sKkSB5doORTp56gZfcIHGaIweCx3qwclBX50DGYMIa-tA5q3IrNpzIuavUrvxA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0ZxaS_EtHH7C-h-k_o65MHm3pT8WUojGTKX33E_ylRb39bJE5DD2leJEiKtABgFB8Bq4kv08-Brodcc4yWfzsnsX7b4pHJDr7z-8rnTgw67cWA==


Currently, there are 19 ESCs trained to offer the program to districts and schools, which has led to 
approximately 35 districts in Texas that are implementing the Profile Planning Guide.  
  
For more information on the Texas College and Career Readiness Profile Planning Guide, visit 
www.txccrn.uh.edu or contact your ESC.  

   

University of Houston Partnership with Alief ISD 

   

Over the past two years, much work has been done to increase the vertical alignment among 
independent school districts (ISD) and sister colleges in the greater Houston area. This goal was 
initiated by the University of Houston (UH) at the 2011 Education Leadership Summit. 

Following the summit, UH, the Houston Community College (HCC) and the Lone Star College System 
(LSC) partnered with Alief ISD in an effort to continue furthering their goal. This spring, UH sent two 
professors to Alief ISD's Kerr High School to help teachers develop vertically aligned curriculum. 

Leigh Hollyer, a UH math lecturer, has been working with Tyra Walker, Alief ISD director of the P-16 
council, to equip Kerr High School math teachers with resources to teach curriculum that it is aligned 
with the entrance programs of colleges and universities. 

In February, Hollyer met with math teachers to introduce GeoGebra, an open-source software 
designed for students and teachers. The software combines Algebraic, Geometrical and Calculus 
concepts. She delivered a presentation that highlighted important aspects of the software. At the end 
of the presentation, educators had the skills to easily use GeoGebra as well as the knowledge to 
demonstrate to their students the benefits of using the software. GeoGebra is available to anyone for 
preview or download.  
 
Elizabeth Kessler, Ph.D., UH Department of English Lower Division Studies administrator, accompanied 
Hollyer to the Kerr High School meeting and met with the English department to answer an important 
question: How can teachers help students be better prepared to move into English at the community 
college and university levels . 
 
Higher education and secondary English educators discussed the course syllabi used in the college 
entrance courses, English I303 and 1304, in an effort to help identify differences of the learning 
outcomes and core curricula of the two groups. Senior high school courses focus on composition and 
literary-based writing. In contrast, university freshman courses focus on expository and narrative 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0Zxp9cGHbMHOQj6ovqaPe7KbgtLXWhSzJHCkXhkxZKRJEXOFvKbcSPJbM5Tg7tsafe6_UAjKjsiyRPHN8knvYxD_YLbGVciS_IZfYGiMyBMEag==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0ZyEZ0RXbzkiUvZTzp1BuEfncPH6TWfmRHgwX_kkUwF1cFAqA-JvHNgPEDM97IRvUFtlzNyhq5I9ulUBL-n85PVmqCmM5sdGkppEe1i-tXEP7glfHddlNAS62NKEe1KixOO3amJ6ex0Gmccy-Soj4wfg
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0Zzt_6DzRMXhsa-XjlJu3VKxMhgzf72pLwdu4yfdJoEDs651PO266Ous0PyqSubkEUhB8EwKR7nPhadnIgbvCX3PIjrfPfjh4f0=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0Zz6udsqv1t_oPyiDF0n6oxyIVzyA3bpghS3_KwztHMmD8jLL6dub9GUOMUgbim-KTAmnM5YX0xlYw_qCrVmgNy8MGqT-fAGF82xfpwUD63-ydRz2Ml6LdxNah27mR0_8eo=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0ZzO8M7Lx5cH09pGnIAiF73M3eDMJisvRQPrc7U3ev8Cp9SsuTwJbIvoBHiCZwfLjyeb-LW6gVM_T6UFmzjCJIKeMtq1ajTX00cVtJWXpQJ1kA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0ZzMv6Qe6n1VFHvoBjt_T90nxWN6cybFWYZC8NFbW_h7rlGW3yTLrre50v_I6pKaWHeBjdaZIvKiT35Kk4jryaKD1WpeykJTSsnhrhIOxpeb6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0Zxm69YiYEUEALyA2wLf4-nknwXFhC8wZwAFuNu0hcdzsc7hEXtEHG2kN-2z8Bip7bUhHZ5nFd3hiYKEyw9ZuZ4ss641QAxIALYmF2VPcve4f1kzapwn1l-LfLHpkmoCO-lDPi6yfBAmrw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0Zw-hTxupx7FNNzgcXWIwaYGI3Am4Sv5p5m4_7f1JpHJAUK8m5zLzAyqxpVqMxwZg6YfVmxKfBJaGlTP36ba0m0tg0LOY-PO9BcMbv6aZPmVrA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0ZxkmEjFke0O6fb62POAaFdfF4LyuzsYmD7Wo7EA64CgRwI_CSRL7Qt7A1OawumEYnxrql8rULw1Cp4cmMSSbEHKOlLDGOW23DOWzWOUlEZVwi4cBdBK5xg4Th9yTP9bzOCTzrtQVkYbeQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0ZyxMJoeBbiHWFYQT7LA9Z94G1NjL9dIvaHnA9ZK4OoiXCtkYf3SzLVdMdBM9WebFuyl4tfzhrvVwQOsTG2AcnTRQWcE7hHyPkCV6RbW7TqMXPA72h3x7xs_POCX89x7gSA=


essays, rhetorical analysis, critical thinking and the research paper. These differences were pointed 
out to both sides of the discussion, and copies of syllabi and a college freshman-level text were given 
to high school educators for resource purposes. 

In the future, Kessler and the educators who met with her hope to further their work by organizing 
trips where high school teachers can observe what occurs in the college freshman classroom. 

For more information about how entry-level college classes operate, please contact Elizabeth Kessler. 
If you would like to learn more about GeoGebra, or would like to schedule a meeting where GeoGebra 
material is presented to educators in your area, please contact Leigh Hollyer. 

  

   

 

Professional Development Calendar  

Region 4  Region 5 Region 6 

April 11 April 9 April 2 

   

A Framework for Increasing 

Rigor in the Classroom (TOT)  

  

 

All Grades  

8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

  

CSCOPE Plan: Math Planning 

Lessons with Alignment and 

Networking 

  

Grade 6 - 12 

8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

   CSCOPE - Free Apps and 

Websites for Teachers 

  

 All Grades 

9 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

  
    

April 18 April 17    April 11  

Developing Early Language Skills 

as a Route to Improved Reading  

 CSCOPE PLAN: ELA/Social 

Studies Planning Lessons with 

Alignment and Networking  

 CSCOPE Science Six Weeks 

Content Exploration  

Grades K - 3 

8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Grades 3 - 5 

8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

 

Grades 9 - 11 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

  

    
 

   

mailto:eakessle@central.uh.edu
mailto:dog@math.uh.edu
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0Zwfcb7CpQnWlmCvlBc_1sXhySQ0IiTnxQFnU98pwCoDg--ew6a11LiMSM0KTanBek6s_tCFgfeBFjdq2K6QBs4VE48NEx3EG1iUqfDwtrm1Q_F0IGg9j5tmH1HI3MqQpchbZVSpEdLvOlqwv01qzI2_eMmbv46qJyF8Rp5DmKkKRtQwJnmDRwh_XHbrVk2QYBGvT_CsHBpXGwu-VX4hkO6w4GL8GbxLLVdoaPpITduYIj26ho-9w_mrK5ilQzuMPYLvnzA4sNClwU35A6KErdkPTJKoHVSXSevjETSMoTWQdm4bSkFmvocuADWfIRVOI8nfWycZhu-PcA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0Zwfcb7CpQnWlmCvlBc_1sXhySQ0IiTnxQFnU98pwCoDg--ew6a11LiMSM0KTanBek6s_tCFgfeBFjdq2K6QBs4VE48NEx3EG1iUqfDwtrm1Q_F0IGg9j5tmH1HI3MqQpchbZVSpEdLvOlqwv01qzI2_eMmbv46qJyF8Rp5DmKkKRtQwJnmDRwh_XHbrVk2QYBGvT_CsHBpXGwu-VX4hkO6w4GL8GbxLLVdoaPpITduYIj26ho-9w_mrK5ilQzuMPYLvnzA4sNClwU35A6KErdkPTJKoHVSXSevjETSMoTWQdm4bSkFmvocuADWfIRVOI8nfWycZhu-PcA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Vfp8eN4M0Zwfcb7CpQnWlmCvlBc_1sXhySQ0IiTnxQFnU98pwCoDg--ew6a11LiMSM0KTanBek6s_tCFgfeBFjdq2K6QBs4VE48NEx3EG1iUqfDwtrm1Q_F0IGg9j5tmH1HI3MqQpchbZVSpEdLvOlqwv01qzI2_eMmbv46qJyF8Rp5DmKkKRtQwJnmDRwh_XHbrVk2QYBGvT_CsHBpXGwu-VX4hkO6w4GL8GbxLLVdoaPpITduYIj26ho-9w_mrK5ilQzuMPYLvnzA4sNClwU35A6KErdkPTJKoHVSXSevjETSMoTWQdm4bSkFmvocuADWfIRVOI8nfWycZhu-PcA==
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